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Greetings! 
 
By now we have returned from 
the Tri-Cities Rendezvous. We 
have some stories to tell and 
some projects to show off. 
Unfortunately, our own event, 
the Jamboree, did not survive 
the year and needed to be 
called off due to lack of 
attendance. Hopefully, we can 
resurrect the Jamboree 
sometime in the future. If you 
have any ideas or suggestions, 
talk to the Executive Committee 
(Jane, Carolyn, John, and Eric) or 
pass on your comments to 
others, like Gene Fuller or Don 
.ǊƛƎƘŀƳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
happen. 
By now, most of you have heard 
that we will be losing Doug Rose 
(but only temporarily) as he 

Our Guild meets the second Thursday of each month all year round at 6:30 
P.M. at the Woodcraft located at the Overland Park Shopping Center at 
7005 West Overland Road, Boise ID 83709   (208) 338-1190.   

goes to New Jersey with his wife to do his church mission. Doug 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ όŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ флΩǎύΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ 
ƘƛƳ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ 
and goes off to do his part for God. Doug, you and your family will be 
in our prayers for success and safe travels, and for a happy return in 
18 months. 
 
     The next events coming up are the Canyon County Fair (July 24-
27) and the Western Idaho Fair (August 15-24). Diann Williams from 
the Hobby/Craft area has put some exhibitor books at Woodcraft, so 
we will know what the categories are. I hope you have some items 
to put in these fairs and have a great showing for the Idaho 
Woodcarvers Guild this year. I have heard nothing on the judges for 
either venue, but if I hear who they are, I will pass that info on to 
you. 
 
     I am looking forward to this summer, doing my honey-do projects 
(Thekla has plenty of them lined up for me) and doing a lot of 
carving. I think I can handle the carving projects, but does anyone 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΚ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǘǎ 
to go around. Anyway, it is going to be a great summer, and another 
great year with the Idaho Woodcarvers Guild. 
 
     Happy carving! 
 
Thanks! 
Eric Owens 
IWG president 

Next Meeting is 
 June 12, 2014 
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The Idaho  
Botanical Gardens 
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May 2014 Minutes by Carolyn Greener 
 
Eric called the meeting to order at 6:30, Thursday May 8, 2014. 
  
We welcome Jane back from her extended absence. Eric returned the checkbook and a pile of 
receipts, and hopes Jane will be able to put it back in order. Cross your fingers, we will have a 
Treasurer's report next month! 
  
May 10th is International Migratory Bird Day. The IWG will be at the MK Nature Center from 10-4.  
Come on down and carve! 
  
The Jamboree has been cancelled, due to lack of enrollment. 
Larry and Doug intend to proceed with their class. The cost will be $150 plus $20 for the materials.  
The class will be held on the Saturday and the Monday of Memorial Day Weekend, location TBD. 
  
Eric has contacted the Stenmans, asking if they are able to teach a relief carving class for the IWG.  
  
Elections! No new nominees, so Bob Rudkin made a motion that all committee members continue 
on in their present positions for another year. Gene Fuller seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
  
There was a brief discussion about the term "rattle can" and a bad joke about book matches. 
  
Beck led the Show and Tell. 
  
Then Eric remembered one more item--estate sale shopping.  The club purchased several items at 
two estate sales.  These items will be used for teaching club classes, demos, projects, and raffle 
prizes.  Some items will be available for purchase by donation to the IWG.  A few items will be listed 
on Ebay, and the money added to the club coffers.  For an itemized list, contact Carolyn or Eric. 
  
Then Carolyn had a lovely raffle, also some freebies, and a couple items for sale. 
  
After the raffle, Don Brigham showed us how to carve a delightfully grotesque toothpick holder. 
  
Thank you, and good night." 

5ƻƴ .ǊƛƎƘŀƳΩǎ toothpick holder class in progress. 
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Show and tell 

Eric Owens  shared 
the carving of men 
next to a corral 
talking stock.  It is 
his biggest carving 
to date and he 
voiced a certain 
amount of relief 
that it was finally 
finished and that 
he can move on to 
something else.  
He enjoyed the 
process and the 
experience of 
doing such a 
complicated 
carving.  The hands 
and heads were 
carved separately 
from the bodies 
and then inserted.  
Great job!   
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Gene Fuller  amused us with a 
carving of a little boy and a dog that 
share a problem.  The title is Gotta 
ƛǘŎƘ άǘƻƻέ.  His second carving is of a 
little girl and boy playing chess.  The 
little girl is absolutely beside herself 
and she is looking at the little boy.  
The boy has a horrified expression of 
disbelief, as he looks down at the 
chess board.  He has been 
checkmated and he is done 

DŜƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛŎŀǘǳǊŜ /ŀǊǾŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ  
National Carving Competition.  It occurs in Converse, Indiana on August 21, 2014.   
This competition offers monetary awards.  You can see more information on The CCA  
and the competition at www.cca-carvers.org/competitions.  Gene is a present member  
of the CCA and three other carvers from the Treasure Valley are associated with the 
CCA.  Ryan Olsen is a present member and Cleve Taylor and Vic Otto are Emeritus 
Members. 

http://www.cca-carvers.org/competitions
http://www.cca-carvers.org/competitions
http://www.cca-carvers.org/competitions
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{Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜƭƭΣ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ 

Toni Townley 
showed a great 
relief carving of 
a vine and 
ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ  LǘΩǎ 
nice to see you 
carving again.  

Jane Eubanks 
shared a cane 
from her brother 
as well as and 
inlay work.  

Beck Beus brought 
two cottonwood bark 
houses and a relief 
carving possibly 
sandblasted. 
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Discoveries Late at Night- 
CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǾŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻǊ ƴƻ άƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǘέΦ   CƻǊ 
what ever reason, it seems to be my most productive time.  Recently, I was 
pondering how to get the end grain of wood to take the finish without 
soaking in and appearing dull compared to the rest of a carving.  I like to 
carve butternut wood, but have had trouble getting an even look to the 
ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
them worked well.  As my mind was in that search mode, I recalled Gene 
Fuller telling us how important it was to burnish any wood that has been 
sanded in addition to carving with tools.  The way I understand it burnishing  
wood kind of mashes the grains and one effect is it slows down the 
absorption rate of liquids. I turned to my computer and did a little research 
on burnishing wood.  The suggestion was to use a piece of the wood like you 
are carving and rub it on the carving. I tried this and was pleased to the end 
ƎǊŀƛƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǎƘƛƴŜΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take me long to realize that It would take 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ άŜƭōƻǿ greaseέ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎŀǊǾƛƴƎΦ aȅ ŜȅŜǎ ŦŜƭƭ 
on my faithful dremel tool and I thought maybe I could fashion a bit from the 
butternut wood that I could use in my dremel to burnish the wood.  The 
thing I could not figure out was how I could make it strong 
enough to fit Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ LΩƳ trying to figure out 
something, I will slowly look around my shop for something I  
can use to solve my conundrum.  I have a bucket that contains  
potential walking sticks and Then it hit me.  I could,  
possibly, use the dowels that were held in that same  
bucket.   I had various sizes and since they were  
Hardwood, they should work fine as burnishing bits.  I  
experimented with sizes and using a bit with a screw tip to hold  
the piece of dowel firmly, I turned on the dremel and using a  
peace of sand paper to round the ends, I fashioned several bits  
of various sizes.  When I completed the first bit, it was time to  
try it out.  I grabbed a piece of butternut and turned on the  
dremel and began to work on the end grain.  It worked very  
well and I had my solution.  I slowly went over the the entire  
carving with the different diameter bits and when I sprayed it  
with deft, it was beautiful. Partially 

burnished 
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Special request:  Over the last 3 months, I have written about carving in the newsletter.  
I had a bit about obtaining a pattern, another about a run away dremel tool and this  
one about burnishing.  It helped fill out the newsletters.  I would really like to hear from 
the members of the Guild about carving hints, procedures and things you find helpful 
wƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊǾŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ άǇǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊέΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ  aȅ  
email address and phone number are on the front of this newsletter.  Together , we can  
bring some life to your newsletter.  

The Human Head 
(Side View Tips) 
A. The depth of the head is 
nine-tenths of the length. 
B. The ear is located just 
behind the vertical center line 
of the head. 
C. The bottom of the back of 
the skull is even with the tip of 
the nose.  

The Human Head 
(Front View Tips) 
A. The human head is oval or egg shaped. 
B. The human head is five eyes wide, with an eye 
space between the eyes and to the outside of each 
eye. 
C. The eyes are located on the center horizontal line 
of the head. 
D. The tip of the nose is one and one-half eye 
lengths down from the eyes. 
E. The top of the ears are even with the eyes and 
the bottom of the ears are even with the tip of the 
nose. 
F. The mouth opening is three-fourths of an eye 
length down from the tip of the nose. 
G. The outside edges of the nostrils are even with 
the inside corners of the eyes. 
H. The outside edges of the mouth are even with 
the center of the eyes.  


